
If you initially chose to drive your child to school, can you now add your child to the bus run? 

Yes.  At any time, parents can choose to either drive their child or have them ride on the school bus.  

We will continue to have school buses drive the entire route even if the families have been driving 

their children.  Therefore, there is no need to call the district. 

Does the threshold for closing again change? 

 
Currently, the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) has the same threshold.  The ECDOH 

communicates with the school district in situations where there are multiple cases of COVID.  During 

that discussion, it is the Department of Health who would determine if they are going to recommend 

school closure.  Each situation is decided on its own merits. 

How many students per cohort in the MS? It has been only 6 kids so far? 

 

The daily cohort, which is the group of students in a class, will be about double because it is the 

students from both A days and B days together. 

 

Hello! Are parent spectators allowed at outdoor spring sports on campus? 

 

Yes, section VI is allowing two spectators per athlete. 

 

What is happening with band and the 12-ft rule? 

 

Band, Chorus and Physical Education are now at six feet with masks. 

 

Out of curiosity - what was the percentage of parents who chose to stay virtual 100% versus 100% in 

person? 

Approximately 93% of the people answering the survey will be coming back to in person, while 7% 

will remain 100% virtual. 

With the surges we are seeing in Erie Co. coupled with students just coming off spring break, who we 

know numerous traveled, what was the justification for starting these changes on Monday? 

The previous three holiday weeklong breaks were reviewed.  Additionally, the district has looked at 

the number of students contracting COVID while the County numbers are reporting students and 

adults. 

Can you speak about the SED waiver for Regents exams that was denied? 

 

The federal government requires states to administer multiple exams that we refer to as state 

assessments.  SED publicly stated that they believed students would be adversely impacted on these 

exams due to the change in learning caused by COVID.  However, the federal government felt 



differently and is requiring New York State to administer a majority of the state assessment in the 

schools.  SED has officially adopted a resolution where any exam taken will not adversely affect the 

student or be part of their permanent record. 

 

Thank you. A follow up question: if there are 1-2 parents allowed per students (wearing masks) on 

campus permitted at an outdoor sports event, why can there NOT be a dozen volunteers on any of 

the primary campuses to assist with 4th grade picnics outside? 

 

The New York State Health Department has implemented different guidelines for different situations.  

Currently, they view after school athletics very differently than any other activity at schools and, 

therefore, have different requirements and guidance. 

 

So, do you know the breakdown of families who travel during February vs. April? And what about the 

new variances that are affecting children? 

Unfortunately, I do not have that personal information to have an accurate breakdown.  However, 

based on past holiday numbers and transmission rates among students including the new variance, 

the district believes student safety will exist with the students returning. 

 

Will those that will be given Regents in 9th grade be tied to graduation? it seemed SED removed 

attachments to regents scores from graduation requirements. The wording made it sound like the 

tests were optional this year. 

 

None of the state assessments will be tide to graduation. 

 

Is there any talk of allowing those with IEP’s, but in regular ed, to be at the HS all 5 days instead of 4? 

 

This has been a constant conversation for the past two months with administration.  We have started 

bringing students with the greatest need back based on the data we are seeing.  The greatest 

restriction we have in doing this is the amount of space available. 

 

Will the primary kids ever be put back to hybrid or will they be able to stay at three feet apart 

regardless of COVID case numbers? 

 

The primary goal and belief of the district is that we will be able to remain with the six-foot 

distancing until the end of the school year. 

Will you be allowing outside organizations to use the school facilities? 

Based on current data of COVID, I believe that outside organizations will start being allowed to use 

district facilities this summer. 



Please clarify what will determine the kids returning to the high school. Is it Erie County number rates 

or local cases? 

Currently it is the rate of COVID transmission for all of Erie County.  I am in communications with the 

Department of Health in hopes of changing it and look at the individual towns. 

If we find that it's not working, and we see transmission rates increase will we be inclined to revert 

back to hybrid?  

 

Student safety will always be first.  Therefore, if there is a change in transmission rates that is 

definitely a possibility. I am hopeful this will be a decision we will not have to make. 

 

Regarding your comment of not relishing transitions for students, why not let the year finish out as is 

instead of another large transition with such a short amount of time left in the school year? 

In the current instructional model one of the greatest concerns is the social emotional wellbeing of 

the students.  The only way to address this issue is to have students returning to school and 

therefore, weighed heavily on making the decision to return. 

Has there been consideration for creating cohorts for the high school so the kids can return like the 

middle school? 

 

The high school spent a tremendous amount of time in attempting to create the cohorts like the 

middle school.  Unfortunately, with a number of electives and students taking classes with upper or 

lower classmen, it is proving impossible to accomplish.  

 


